According to the September 19, 2007 Orlando Sentinel, AirTran Airways may leave Orlando and move its national control center to Atlanta.  The harrowing tale of ceiling tiles jumping during hurricane Charley three years ago provides us with incontrovertible evidence that AirTran, which has tripled in size since opening its Orlando control center, must have a larger and hardier facility.  Presumably, the existing facility will be condemned as useless after AirTran leaves.

Since Atlanta is already home to AirTran’s main hub and most of its employees it must be preparing to offer big money to lure airline’s control center as well.  However, the Atlanta mayor declined to comment to the Sentinel concerning any such discussions.  As further evidence of the necessity of mollifying AirTran, Chris Schmidt apparently told the Sentinel that the Orlando International Airport “consider[s] it important for the long-term success of the airport to have a strategic partner like AirTran here.”  According to Airports Council International, OIA ranked as the 24th busiest airport in the world, 13th in the United States, with 34,640,451 passengers in 2006.  Obviously, the airport is in danger of closing operations entirely should AirTran move its control center.

AirTran is apparently negotiating for as much as $5 million annual exemptions from corporate income tax.  This seems only fitting for such a crucial business unit as a control center since Darden Restaurants received a $2.5 million break for agreeing not to leave Orlando just last year.  The state, county, city and airports must recognize the need to collect taxes from corporations for the purpose of redistributing income to those large businesses that might chose to relocate for more favorable tax treatment or other benefits.  One wonders if the state has conducted an economic analysis of the efficiency of the corporate tax system in Florida.  Perhaps it would create a greater incentive to remain in (or perhaps even move to) the state if there were no corporate tax?  Such a policy would eliminate the need to negotiate tax and rental abatements, place public relations stories in the media, hire economic development aides for Mayor Buddy Dyer, and have the unintended consequence of equal treatment for all corporate businesses under the law.

Then again, perhaps we should expand the right of businesses to demand tax concessions and other benefits from their local communities.  Surely this would lead to even greater economic development throughout Florida.  Perhaps we should even expand the concept to individuals and allow each of us to demand payment from our neighbors for the better uses we have of their money.  Oh, sorry, perhaps that looks too much like theft, fraud, or extortion.  Better limit the game to large corporations with annual revenues of over $1.8 billion like AirTran or $5.3 billion like Darden Restaurants. 
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