How would you like to give Warren Buffet a ride?  Of course, you understand that people of Mr. Buffet’s wealth and status are entitled to a certain standard of service.  In this case, you should pay one of his companies, NetJets, Inc., in excess of $57 million dollars so that he can turn a profit providing private jet transportation to the billionaires of America.  You read that correctly, a company owned by one of the wealthiest men in the world is seeking economic incentives for the privilege of serving as a taxi stand for the ultra-wealthy.  This is one of the most ridiculous examples of corporate welfare ever proposed.  
Please understand that ending corporate welfare is not about class warfare.  We support the right of all people to make money, even if they are already one of the wealthiest men in the world.  While Mr. Buffet deserves recognition for his business acumen, he has no right to seek payment of our tax dollars to lower his cost of operations.  End Corporate Welfare decries all subsidies of private enterprises funded at taxpayer expense.  However, even the most confused apologist of the “economic development” game has to pause at a proposal to take taxpayer dollars and give them to one billionaire, who is providing jet service to other billionaires.  Surely the private jet industry that has access to sufficient resources to develop, grow and prosper without resorting to government extortion.

Corporate welfare defenders claim that it leads to jobs, a higher standard of living and net tax revenue increases.  Would anybody care to explain how moving an existing operational headquarters in Columbus Ohio to Orlando Florida results in a net gain?  The jobs are not created, only shuffled around.  The standard of living for existing Orlando residents might even decline with the additional demand on public services created by new residents employed by NetJet.  If NetJet does actually high locals, should they and the Orlando community rejoice in the opportunity to pay millions of dollars for the privilege of taking jobs from fellow Americans in Ohio?  One can only assume that the tax base of Columbus will also suffer as a result of the relocation of NetJet.  It would appear that the only winners in this game of economic incentives for billionaires, is the billionaires and the parasitic economic development agencies.
End Corporate Welfare seeks to end this type of taxpayer abuse.  We would welcome any new business to the Orlando area that competes in a free marketplace on a level playing field.  By courting existing billionaires our local governments are actually discouraging local entrepreneurs from creating or expanding competition for NetJet.  If NetJet can get a billionaires aid package from every market where its services are in demand, no competitors will enter the market.  While few will be concerned with the high cost of private jet service for the wealthy, the same effect happens when corporate welfare is extended to any enterprise.  What business would not like to have the government reduce its costs?
Businesses like NetJet are using corporate welfare to defray the costs of new infrastructure, relocation, etc.  What would happen if this subsidy were not available?  The current employees in Columbus would likely keep their jobs and NetJet would contribute to the Ohio taxbase.  However, if there is a real demand for service like NetJet in Orlando, a new business might emerge to fill this demand, or an existing business might expand.  Real demand in a truly free market will not go unmet for long.  If government planners and their quasi private counterparts in the economic development racket are truly competent to make superior business judgments concerning the private jet business, they should raise private funds to go into business themselves, compete with Warren Buffet, and demonstrate how advantageous Orlando can be for  such a  business.
Help End Corporate Welfare, stop stealing from Ohio, and put an end to the waste of tax dollars by contributing money, volunteer time, or your expertise to our cause.  Please fill out a volunteer contact form and/or contribute today.
This article is based upon information published in the Orlando Sentinel on November 22, 2007.
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